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Age-related oxidant stress with senescence
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Greeting

Professor,Radiation Medical Science Center
for the Fukushima Health Management Survey

Kenneth E. Nollet

It is a privilege to have this opportunity to greet people who
are colleagues, friends, and fellow citizens of Fukushima.
This university was known to me from specialty training
in transfusion medicine, especially, for FMU’s pioneering
use of lonizing radiation to prevent transfusion-associated
graft-versus-host disease. Speaking or writing, I have cited
our university's research everywhere I have ever worked
(Minnesota, California, Queensland) or participated in
academic discourse (so far, 5 of the 7 continents). So it was
an honor to be invited to Fukushima after the Australian
Red Cross Blood Service found a qualified citizen to replace
me as their National Medical Education Program Manager.

The hardships of people on the Tohoku coast and around
Fukushima Daiichi are still beyond my imagination, but the
quiet and well-mannered resolve of colleagues and neighbors
after 3.11 is an enduring, and endearing, memory. Here
is where I imagine spending the rest of my life. There is
still much to do for transfusion safety and for patients who
conscientiously refuse transfusion, so I am grateful to remain
in the Department of Blood Transfusion and Transplantation
Immunology, even while directing the Radiation Medical
Science Center's Department of International Cooperation.
Of course conflicts arise about time, resources, and how to
communicate: with each other, with the people of Fukushima,
and now, more than ever, with the world. But conflicts can
be constructively managed, especially in Japan, to build a
better world. Let’s do this together.
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