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Probability of Matching to Preferred Specialty by USMLE Step 1 Score
by IMG Applicant Type
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The USMLE Step | score is one of the most important criteria that residency programs use in evaluating candidates. A simple logistic regression is used to calculate the
probability of matching to a preferred specialty by USMLE Step 1 scores. Graph 2 shows that for the same Step 1 score, U.S. IMGs have a better chance of matching to
a preferred specialty than do non-U.S. IMGs. The red line marks the passing score of 188 since 2010. All applicants with Step 1 scores below 188 took the test before
January 1, 2010.
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