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a perversion of the will 

Language and Silence: Essays 1958-1966

The Town beyond the Wall
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OED Oxford English Dictionary

Confessions

Politics Expositio in Aristotelis 
Ethica Nicomachea

Commedia The Divine Comedy Inferno

Sicut homo, si sit perfectus virtute, est optimus animalium, sic si sit 
separatus a lege et iustitia, pessimus omnium, cum homo habeat arma 
rationis

he Divine 
Comedy Inferno, .
sicut si sit sum

optimus
animalium sic sit separatus
a: [lege lex

iustitia pessimus malus omnium ominis
cum habeat habeo

Unus homo malus decies millies potest mala facere quam bestia, propter 
rationem quam habet ad excogitandum diversa mala

he Divine Comedy Inferno,
. unu  homo malus decies

millies mille potest mala 
facere

rationem quam
habet ad excogitandum habet ad excogitandum:

diversa mala diverse



s’aggiugne al mal volere a la possa, 
possa

nessunt riparo vi puo far la gente.
nessunt riparo

riparare vi puo
potere

fare la

l’argomento de la mente s’aggiugne al mal volere a la 
possa, 

la argomento de
la mente mente intelligenza, 

memoria sa aggiungere
s’aggiugne al a il

mal volere a la possa 
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riparare vi puo
potere
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Newspeak A B C
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A
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vocabulary

A and B entirely 
scientific and technical terms

Reification

 Philosophical Investigations

reification

mind

Newspeak
C Newspeak Dictionary

Newspeak
A vocabulary think knife

Noun-Verbs
think

knife

Newspeak 

Newspeak reification

A-C Vocabularies

OED
The Closing of the American Mind

Newspeak A-C Vocabularies
A Voyage to Laputa Gulliver’s Travels

Laputa

Imagination, Fancy, and Invention, they 
are wholly Strangers to, nor have any Words in their Language by which 
those Ideas can be expressed

Gulliver’s Travels

Polysyllables one
Nouns

since 
Words are only Names for Things

Things

Laputa



Newspeak
things science

things and 
science mind
Newspeak Newspeak
political freedom intellectual freedom human freedom

thought
Newspeak

free

This dog is free from lice This field is free from 
weeds

dog lice

field weed 

Newspeak

Noun-Verbs objectify
materialize concretize
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dem soldatem Waffen geben

All italics are mine.
OED

Newspeak Dictionary 

person thing
dem soldatem bewafferen

soldier
weapon

human persons
things
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Doublethink

nonsense meaninglessness

doublethink
Voces significant res

Voces non significant res 

doublethink
finger words

doublethink

doublethink 

doublethink

nothingness
Doublethink

Stalin Gengogaku
Summa Theologiae

Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of 
Evil
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Doublethink
Oldspeak

doublethink

Doublethink
Q Party members named Jones, 

Aaronson and Rutherford who existed
doublethinkers Q

Q doublethink
nonsense

doublethink

doublethink

x
x x is a historical fact that Japanese soldiers killed a lot 
of innocent Chinese people during World War II
politicians know x is true, and at the same time they do not 
officially state x is true.

doublethink
Choe Ryon-hae

Choe

Reality shows if we seek peace, we must prepare for war
Reality shows if we seek 

peace, it is necessary that we prepare for war

As reality shows, if we seek 
peace, we must not prepare for war

Seeking peace is preparing 
for war war

peace 

Seeking the state in which there is no war is to prepare for 
the state of armed conflict between different countries

Reality shows if we seek peace, we must prepare for war

We seek peace we
prepare for war

Reality 
shows if we seek peace, we must prepare for war

p
We seek peace q

We prepare for war
p

q p  q q  p p
 q q

 p p
q We seek peace if and only if 

we must prepare for war If we seek peace then we must 
prepare for war If we must prepare for war then we seek 
peace 

doublethink
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 I could float off 
this floor like a soap bubble if I wished to.

I could float off this floor like a soap bubble if I wished to 

mind

I could float off this floor like a soap bubble if I 
wished to true This floor 
floats off like a soap bubble

I could float off this floor like a 
soap bubble if I wished to

is

is

true p
p  p 
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Discourse on the Method The Philosophical 
Wrtings of Descartes

is

x x  x
x x x

x x
reason x

x
x

If implies , and is considered to be 
true, then  is true

Everything that is held by the Party is truth

infallibility

what the world is like
factual truth

sophism goes unchallenged

total chaos 

is

The Origins of Totalitarianism
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Bap a B

Bap a p
Everything that is held by the Party is truth

p
p

soliloquy 

I think I exist

I think I exist
Cogito, ergo sum

 immediatum

Logic in Linguistics

Discourse on the Method
Descartes

circular reasoning I think
I exist

I think, therefore I exist

Proof of an External 
World

ipso facto

x
Two human hands exist

x x

I think I exist 
 I exist

I think I exist 
I think I have a pain in 

my chest

Philosophical Papers

Wittgenstein: Nothing is Hidden
Cogito ergo sum

New Seeds of Contemplation



es ist 
überkommene Hintergrund, auf welchem [ich] zwischen 
wahr und falsch untersheide
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Ich we
On Certainty

illocutionary acts I think I exist

I think I 
exist
anxiety fear
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Despite strong public opposition to nuclear power, 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda’s government has 
begun a partial restart of two nuclear reactors. 
Further restarts depend on safety checks and local 
approval. The cautious resumption of nuclear 
generation under such conditions is the right and 
responsible step in our view. … Nuclear power is 
and will remain the only substantial source of 
emissions-free, base load electricity generation.
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